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Urban Research Bulletin and News

A Newsletter of the Institute for Urban Research at Morgan State University

On behalf of the
staff at Morgan State
University's Institute for
Urban Research (IUR), I
welcome you to a newsletter
that will keep you informed
on the work we do at the
IUR. It will also highlight
important issues and
information that concern
urban living both nationally
and internationally. The

increasing "urbanization" of
populations all over the
world brings with it
challenges that keep
researchers busy and we
want to share our
information in a way that
will make it exciting,
informative and useful to
you.

This is
newsletter. Please feel free

Ravmond A. Winhush. Director

to share with us your
thoughts ideas and
experiences about where you
live.

"Welcome to U.R.B.A.N.!

Research Issue: What is Environmental Justice?

A desire for
stronger, safer and better
urban communities is echoed
by the pretext of
Environmental Justice and
Transportation. How can we
support communities whose
aim is to control what
happens in their
neighborhoods? Is there a
role for fair training
programs and environmental
justice and public
participation training? The
Baltimore Region
Environmental Justice and
Transportation Project
(BRJTP) has attempted to
answer the call for action, to
strengthen urban

communities by developing
an Environmental Justice
and Transportation Toolkit.
The federal
government has identified
environmental justice as a
critical element in the
transportation planning
process. It is the policy of
the Department of
Transportation (DOT) to
promote the principles of
environmental justice (as
embodied in Executive
Order 12898, “Federal
Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations™)
through the incorporation of

Glenn Rohinson, Director BREITP

those principles in all DOT
programs, policies, and
activities. The principles of
environmental justice are to
avoid, minimize, or mitigate
disproportionately high and
adverse human health and
environmental effects. This
includes social and economic
effects that contribute to
ensuring the full and fair
participation by all
potentially affected
communities in the
transportation decision-
making process and to
prevent the denial of,
reduction in, or significant
delay in the receipt of

Con'tp.2




Access the
Environmental
Justice and
Transportation
Toolkit online at

www.brejtp.com

“Fairness is the critical
element to
environmental justice
and the core component
of the BREJT Projects
bottom up public
participation model.”
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benefits by minority and
low-income populations.

Fairness is the
critical element to
environmental justice and
the core component of the
BREJT Project’s bottom up
public participation model.
Good public participation
leads to better and healthier
communities and healthier
communities tend to be more
active in the public
participation process. When
public participation is
proactive, passive claims of
discrimination are often
replaced with positive civic
engagement. Conversely low
income and minority
communities that suffer from
blight, crime, and/or under-
employment may benefit
from neighborhood and
community improvement
activities, plans and
programs that reverse the
negative neighborhood
dynamics present in our
communities.

Given that the
largest proportion of
minority and low-income
households reside in central
cities, the development

patterns of our metropolitan
areas have continuously
worsened the plight of its
most needy residents.
Initially, residents —
particularly with sufficient
income to make a choice --
fled the cities to populate
new suburban residential
communities and “escape”
the noise, clutter and hectic
pace of the city. Retail and
service activities quickly
followed, first in shopping
centers and retail strip malls,
and then into large-scale
malls that gradually drew the
life out of traditional
downtowns. A couple of
decades later, jobs followed,
with employers opting for
modern buildings with lower
rents and ample free
parking. The cycle has
repeated itself throughout
America, in cities large and
small, in no small way
enabled by government
policy that built
infrastructure or granted
subsidies to development
trends that it believed to be
in the best interest of the
economy and its citizens.
Unfortunately, the
poor — many of whom are

Continued from p.1

also minorities — have been
left behind by this pattern of
social and fiscal policy.
Most of America’s
metropolitan areas are
racially polarized, with the
suburbs serving the more
affluent and predominately
white population, while less
affluent and non-white
residents are generally
captive to the city.
Ironically, adding insult to
injury, the very
transportation facilities that
have enabled people and jobs
to leave the city have
themselves been instruments
of community destruction
when rights-of-way,
pavements and tracks were
given priority over existing
neighborhoods — most of
them poor and minority.
Environmental
Justice in Transportation
speaks to these needs, but it
is up to low income and
minority to answer the call.

Visit www.brejtp.com for
more information.

Institute for Urban Research
Robert Hill Lecture Series

PROFESSOR GETACHEW METAFARIA

Department of Political Science
Morgan State University

“Ethiopia and African Americans in the Pan-African Movement:
A Reflection on History and Politics”

Thursday, November 20, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.
New Student Center Theater




Farewell from Patricia Thomas

During the past 30
years that | worked at the
IUR, | have developed warm
friendships with my
colleagues especially
Charlotte Stewart who is like
a sister to me. The
friendships are so real that |
have come to feel this staff is
like my second family.

So, | am saying
goodbye with mixed
emotions. In one way, the
sadness of ending a career is
just the beginning of another
exciting journey for me. |
plan to broaden my travel
horizon and see the rest of the
United States, while using
Louisiana as my base. | am
going to read books that have
been waiting on my 'must
read' list for years. I will
learn new skills, play with
my grandchildren, visit art
galleries, enjoy being around
friends. In short, | plan to
live.

| will take with me
the memories of the most
rewarding years of my life
spent at the IUR. | can recall
when | started working as a
secretary in the late 1970’s;
we had basic technology
support that made your work
quite tedious. | had to use a
manual typewriter instead of
a computerized word
processor, which necessitates
physically making
corrections and sometimes
taking the work home in
order to complete the typing.
We did not get computers
until the 1980’s and without
the internet you were still
limited in terms of
information access.

Over the years, |
have seen many faces and
personalities of the IUR that
are forever etched in my
memory. | was there with the
IUR when the former office,
now the New Student Center,
was located on the second
floor in the Old Soldier
Armory. | was privileged to
work with four Directors and
three Acting Directors who
have consistently challenged
and inspired me to perform
my job with pride and
distinction. In times of
adversity, | learned to display
strength and resilience. It was
an honor to work with some
of the most brilliant scholars,
dedicated staff and talented
students. Thank you for
making IUR such a great
place to work and in addition
for all the support you have
given me over the years.
Over the last 30 years, the
IUR has risen to many
unprecedented challenges,
which include assisting
Maryland’s urban
communities cope with the
many persistent and complex
social problems facing urban
dwellers. This bears
testimony to the fact that the
IUR remains the cornerstone
for addressing Maryland’s
urban issues.

| have grown
professionally and personally
while participating in the
various community projects.
It was a humbling experience
while working on the AIDS
Project. My world view
changed when | saw people
through the lenses of their
own realities.

Patricia Thomas with the Assistance of Anieta Gordon

As | leave the IUR,
it is my wish that you
continue with the growth and
innovation that has been your
hallmark over the years.
Continue to articulate the
shared vision and implement
more programs that address
the plights of Black men and
women in urban areas.
Develop revolving
community grant programs
where at least five Black
mothers can benefit from
some type of work-study
arrangement at any given
time. | agree with the famous
quote “if you give a woman a
fish she will eat for a day, but
if you teach her to fish she
will eat for a lifetime.”
| am thrilled to have had the
opportunity to work with the
IUR. Thanks again for your
support, friendship, notes of
appreciation, words of
encouragement, sharing of
resources, and time but
mostly for your sincerity and
trust.

Thank you for being
my traveling companions
along a large and important
part of my journey. | am
forever grateful for your
stimulating company and the
enormous collection of
shared experiences indelibly
printed on my mind. Even
though I will miss you, I am
looking forward to this new
challenge and to starting a
new phase of my life.

Patricia Thomas (center) at
Retirement Celebration with
colleagues and friends, Glenn
Phillips and Charlotte St. Pierre,
September 12, 2008

“So, | am saying
goodbye with mixed
emotions. In one way,
the sadness of ending a
career is just the
beginning of another
exciting journey for me.”




Check the IUR website
at http.//iur.morgan.edu
for up-to-date IUR
calendar of events
information.

Register TODAY for
“What YOU Don’t
KNOW Could KILL
You!”: How to Make
Your Home Safe in
Baltimore City

—>
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The IUR’s
community workshops,
lectures and a film series are
examples of the ways in
which the ITUR demonstrates
its commitment to
intervention through
research, advocacy, and
empowerment. During the
2007 — 2008 academic year,
the IUR hosted a series of
five events--two lectures and
three film screenings.
Coordinated by Charlotte St.
Pierre, the invited speakers
were Marimba Ani,
anthropologist and author of
the classic, " & ;and
acclaimed psychologist,
Professor Joy DeGruy-
Leary, author of )

*

Three award winning films
were screened:

# , directed by
Daphne Valerius; # +
$ &,
directed by Marco Williams;
and ,-.
, directed by

Ladj Ly and Diarapha
Diallo. The IUR also
conducted five workshops
during the 2007-08 academic
year. Workshops were
conducted on business
development, grantsmanship
and fundraising for
community based
organizations, and
institutionalized child abuse.

The Fall 2008
Robert Hill Lecture will be
delivered by Professor
Getachew Metaferia of
MSU’s political science
department, Thursday,
November 20, 2008, 11:00

a.m. —12:30 p.m. in the New
Student Center Theater.

The IUR has
partnered with the MSU
School of Community
Health and Policy to

convene, /

(OJ | O " 21
T

# , @ one-day

conference that aims to
educate Baltimore City
residents about common
home hazards.

Check the ITUR
website
(http://iur.morgan.edu) for
up-to-date information about
lectures, workshops, film
screenings, and the spring
2009 Robert Hill Lecture.

Are you concerned about fire, lead, mold and a number of other
chemical contaminants that can make your house unsafe?

If YES, then join

The Institute for Urban Research &
School of Community Health and Policy
Morgan State University
for a FREE one day conference

“What You Don’t Know Could Kill You!”
How to Make Your Home Safe in Baltimore City

Saturday, November 22, 2008

10 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

New Student Center Room 316
Advance registration required

Register online at http://iur.morgan.edu

or call Mr. Clement Anyadike (443) 885-1249




PROFESSOR GETACHEW METAFARIA TO DELIVER ROBERT HILL LECTURE

Named in the honor
of Robert Hill, a former
director of the IUR, the
Robert Hill Lecture Series
highlights the expertise of
Morgan State University
faculty. The lecture is
delivered to the University
and local Baltimore
communities. Getachew
Metaferia, a professor in the
political science department
will deliver the fall 2008
lecture, “Ethiopia and
African Americans in the
Pan African Movement: A
Reflection on History and
Politics,” Thursday,
November 20, 2008, 11:00
a.m. — 12:30 p.m. in the
New Student Center
Theater.

The role of Ethiopia
and African-Americans in
the Pan-African movement,
the precursor of the civil
rights movement in the US,
will be discussed and
analyzed. The Pan-African
concept as well as the
movement was born and
grown in the western world
in the 18" century. The
liberation of Africa, the
emancipation of all blacks of
the diaspora, and the unity of
black people were at the core
of the Pan-African

movement. The history of
the two movements and the
current political situation
will be the theme of the
lecture.

Metafaria is an
expert in Ethiopian
diplomacy and international
relations, and the
relationship between
Ethiopia and the United
States. He teaches courses in
political science and
coordinates the graduate
program in international
relations. Metaferia is also
associated with MSU’s
Political Leadership
Institute, which, in
collaboration with the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), provides
leadership training.

Metaferia is a
recipient of Fulbright-Hayes
awards and was assigned to
Myanmar and Thailand
(2002), and China (2004). In
2005, he received the
political science
department’s “Distinguished
Service” award. In addition
to numerous scholarly
articles and book chapters,
Metaferia co-edited
# L)

$ 3/2

4 & $ 3
(2005) with
Paulos Milkias. Metafera
co-edited, $ 3
* 5678
$9 $ 3/

2
with Maigenet Shifferraw
(1992) and edited #

1 5:6-+ $93
$ 37/
2 4 &
$ 3 (3 with
Maimire Mennasemay and
Paulos Milkias.

Getachew
Metaferia’s forthcoming
book,$ 3
: t2

3
(Algora Publishing) is the
first comprehensive analysis
of the history of the formal
relationship, diplomatic
relations, and shifting
alliances between Ethiopia
and the United States that
began in 1903. In this book,
Getachew Metaferia also
analyzes Cold War politics,
the roles of the Bete Israelis
(Ethiopian Jews), and the
Ethiopian diaspora in the
United States.

History, Diplomacy, and Analysis
ol Rebic

announces

Baltimore Region Environmental Justice
in Transportation Project (BREJT)

a Community Workshop

Saturday, October 25, 2008, 9:30 a.m. — 12 noon
Johns Hopkins University—Downtown Center, 10 N. Charles St.,

Registration information:

www.baltometro.org/content/view/801/523

“Professor Getachew
Metafaria is an expert in
Ethiopian diplomacy
and international
relations, and the
relationship between
Ethiopia and the United
States..”




Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP)
ready to act on
recommendations from
Winbush consultation

NovaNewsNow.com,
October 16, 2008

Highlighting IUR Graduate Students and Interns

Undergraduate and graduate
students contribute
immeasurably to IUR’s
success. We enthusiastically
introduce...

Yaw Berkoh, BSc., Finance
and Economics, MSU.
Expert in data collection;
input and data analyses; and
creating tables, charts and
maps. Skilled in housing
surveys, he has worked on
projects dealing with
community, neighborhood,
and crime profiles for
Community Development
Block Grants (CDBG). He
has a BSc. degree in Finance
and Economics, both from
Morgan State University. He
is currently pursuing a
Master’s in City and
Regional Planning at MSU
and will graduate December
20009.

Belal EINaggar is a senior
Political Science major,
MSU. His areas of
concentration are philosophy
and methodology. His
research interests include

IUR Director, Dr. Ray
Winbush was cited in an
August 6,2008 % 1
article, “Building a
Technology Park in
Baltimore by Rehabilitating
a Neighborhood” in
describing government as
“almost a surrogate of
private industry” in the
gentrification and
displacement of residents in
ERast Baltimore to make

race in America and the
dichotomies between Black
communities. He will
graduate May 2009 and
pursue a doctorate in
philosophy. He aspires to
become a professor of
political theory and
philosophy, before becoming
a university president. Belal
currently holds a 3.7 G.P.A.
in his major and 3.3 overall.
At the IUR he assists with
literature reviews, editing
manuscripts, and project
planning/implementation.

Aneita Gordon is a third
year doctoral student in the
Urban Educational
Leadership program at
Morgan. Her specialization
is Educational
Administration in K-12
education. She believes there
is an urgent need for
educators to design and
implement appropriate
strategies that will address
the increasing diversities in
students' behavior associated
with the issues affecting
urban schools.

room for a $1.3 billion
expansion of John Hopkins
Hospital. Dr. Winbush’s
consultation with the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) and claims of
racism by the Black
community in the Digby,
Nova Scotia community in
eastern Canada were noted
on NovaNewsNow.com. A
series of articles published
on Novanewsnow.com from

Patrick Inkoom. BSc
Computer Science and MBA
(Finance), MSU. His areas of
expertise are IT and Web
Services. Skilled with data
analysis and generating
maps, he works on research
projects studying
neighborhood housing and
crime. Patrick is currently
pursuing a second Masters
degree in Bioinformatics and
he is due to graduate May
20009.

Brittany Foster. Brittany is
an undergraduate Political
Science major. She will
graduate 2011, attend law
school, and eventually go
into politics. Brittany is
Office Assistant for Linda
Loubert. She is learning
ArcMap, a mapping
program, which researchers
used to compare urban areas
nationally.

August 14h through October
15™ highlight his
participation in a series of
workshops with the RCMP
and African Nova Scotian
parent conference and youth
forum. According to an
October 15, 2008
Novanewsnow.com article,
the RCMP is ready to act on
recommendations from
Winbush’s consultation.
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Ray Winbush (far left)
in Nova Scotia with
youth group

Linda Loubert presents at
ESRI Annual Geographic
Information (GIS ) User

Conference in San Diego

IUR Staff and Affiliated Staff Kudos!

Ashraf Ahmed, Ph.D.,
Principal Investigator, with
Co-Principal Investigators
Andrew Farkas, Ph.D. and
Kenneth Beck, Ph.D., was
awarded a $200,000 grant
from the State Highway
Administration and the
National Transportation
Center of Morgan, for “A
Social Network Analysis Of
Alcohol-Impaired Drivers In
Maryland: An Egocentric
Approach.”

Clement Anyadike,
M.C.R.P. led IUR’s
collaboration with other
MSU units, the Northeast
Development Alliance, and
the Northeast Community
Organization to host the June
28, 2008 NECO Community
Congress. The Congress
with funding from the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development brought
community leaders,
representatives and area
businesses together for a
working session to analyze a
wide range of urban issues
including housing, sanitation
and zoning enforcement,
commercial development
and land use, parks/green
space, and public safety.

The IUR’s
Community Development
Resource Center, led by
Anyadike, was awarded
$50,200 from the Baltimore
City Department of Housing
and Community
Development to provide
technical assistance,
workshops, and research
support to communities in
Baltimore.

Clement Anyadike
and Tracy Rone are leading
the IUR’s collaboration with
the School of Community
Health and Policy to plan

and implement a workshop
dealing with fire, lead and
other hazards in inner city
housing. This workshop,
“What You Don’t Know
Could Kill You!”: How to
Make Your Home Safe in
Baltimore, will be held
Saturday November 22,
2008. See
http://iur.morgan.edu for
registration information.

Linda Loubert, Ph.D.
presented “Using GIS to
Understand Finance Reform
in Poor Neighborhoods” at
ESRI Annual Geographic
Information Systems (GIS)
User Conference in San
Diego. The University of
Kentucky Center for Poverty
Research funded this
conference. She published
“Increasing Finance,
Improving Schools,” in
Review of Black Political
Economy (Spring 2008).
Loubert also hosted a GIS
Workshop with geographers
from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban
Development, the U.S.
Geological Survey, and the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
October 2008.

Glenn Phillips, Ph.D. edited
the fourth edition of The
African Diaspora Experience
(Tapestry Press, 2008),
participated in the Margaret
Walker Alexander Center
Digital Projects Workshops,
June 2008, at Jackson State
University, Jackson,
Muississippi; received
funding for the Summer
Latin American and
Caribbean Studies Program
at MSU to conduct research
in the Caribbean on Jack

Johnson, African American
Heavyweight, May 2008;
and chaired the Committee
of Annual History Day
Awards Celebration and
Luncheon, “Commemorating
the 60" Anniversary at the
Desegregation of the U.S.
Armed Forces.”

Glenn Robinson, M.A.,
M.M. will be moderating a
session, “Environmental
Justice and Transportation
Evaluation Methods,” at the
88th Annual Meeting of the
Transportation Research
Board of the National
Academies in January 2009,
Washington, D.C.

Tracy R. Rone, Ph.D.
published a book review of
Ben Rampton’s & &

t(

(Cambridge University
Press) in <

. Rone was selected
for the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation’s
Second Annual Jr. Scholar’s
Symposium during the
AcademyHealth Meetings,
Washington, D.C., June
2008. She also presented at
the Brothers of the Academy
Think Tank on African
American Progress,
Memphis, TN in October
2008 and will participate in
the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation Second Annual
Research and Coaching
Clinic during the American
Public Health Association
Meetings in San Diego, CA,
October 2008. Her
participation in all three
activities was funded by
grants from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation.

Cont’d p. 8



Morgan State
University

Institute for
Urban Research

Montebello Complex
D-217
Baltimore, MD 21251
USA

PHONE:
(443) 885-3004

FAX:
(443) 885-8274

We're on the Web!
See us at:

http://liur.morgan.edu

IUR MISSION & MANDATE
Established in 1978, the IUR is
guided by a mandate to look at

urban issues throughout the

state of Maryland. The IUR
houses the Center for Survey
Research (CSR), the
Community Development
Resource Center (CDRC), and
The Warrior Institute (TWI).
The IUR is committed to
generating understanding and
intervention through research,
advocacy and empowerment.

Ongoing

Murphy Fine Arts Center at
Morgan State University
Variety of events including
dance, music, theater.
www.murphyfineartscenter.o

rq

October 29th
Noonto 1 p.m.

t 2
$ = " #
#

$5.00 Call (443) 263-
1816 to register.

Opening October 31*
The Charles Theatre
documentary revealing
insider’s view about
Hurricane Katrina.
www.thecharles.com
(410) 727-3456

November 1*
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Reginald F. Lewis Museum
Lecture & Book Signing:
Frazier Smith, 2 =
1+
&& * &

Through November 2™
Reginald F. Lewis Museum
Thurgood's Baltimore: The

Staff Kudos contiromp.7

Raymond A. Winbush,
Ph.D. and Tracy R. Rone,
Ph.D., published “Getting
the Lead Out: Using Macro
Solutions to Lower Crime
and Increase Student
Academic Achievement in
Baltimore, Maryland” in the
# # D
# ; &
and presented at the Greater
Urban League of
Baltimore’s (GBUL) State of
Black Baltimore conference,
May 2008. They continue to
work with GBUL to develop
policy relavent lead
reduction recommendations
Summer 2008, Winbush

Education of a
Revolutionary, 1908 — 1938

http://www.africanamericanc

ulture.org/

November 13™ — 15th
The Walters Museum/The
Maryland Institute College
of Art (MICA) 3"

% "B (B% + % 1
#
3Ny ¢

¢

November 15
12:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Reginald F. Lewis Museum
Film: 2

& 2¢&

November 21st
The Burkshire Marriott
Conference Hotel/Towson

University
# ( &
e ) +
B33
& A

http://www.towson.edu/balti
moreimmigrationsummit/

December 4th

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
The Shriver Hall Board
Room, Johns Hopkins
University

implemented a direct
community intervention
involving Black boys
shunned by the London
school system and who are
now excelling at Eastside
Young Leaders Academy
(See
http://www.eyla.org.uk/inde
x.htm) In September,
Winbush was also the
primary consultant with
Canada's Royal Canadian
Mounted Police and
provided analysis and
approaches to eliminating
racism in the ranks of local
detachments. The work
involved community

" & " 1

$ A

January 31st — February

1st, 2009

Baltimore Museum of Art
3 -

- *

The Lines Connect Book
Club at the Reginald F.
Lewis Museum focuses on
African American books that
are related to the Museum’s
permanent collection and
temporary exhibits.
Readings for October,
November, and December
2008 highlight the

Museum’s exhibit, & +
4 $
& & +
"& " (,Reginald Lewis

Museum, through March 1,
2009.
http://www.africanamericanc

ulture.org/

organizing in Nova Scotia
with joint meetings between
the RCMP and the African
Nova Scotian community.
Winbush along with other
IUR staff continue to work
with the Save Middle East
Action Committee
(SMEAC), a grassroots
advocacy group for East
Baltimore City residents’
rights and interests. See a
youtube video of an October
2008 rally
http://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=08DzrIXD-
rQ&feature=email)



